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portion of the produce of the soil which they paid as the
terms of their tenure. Failure in the performance of this
contract left the peasant much at the mercy of his lord,
who probably noted the deficiency of the present year
as a debt to be paid during the following year. Certain
it is that when this debt had risen to an amount which
made payment in kind hopeless, the lord might sell the
tenant and his family into slavery ; and as a hard season
might at any time place him in this condition of debt, the
utter insecurity of his position left him but little raised
above the level of the slave. On land inclosed within the
sacred boundary stones he could never be more than a
tiller of the soil ; and that the greater part of the Athe-
nian soil was shut in by these land marks, is asserted by
Solon himself. Thus we have on the one side a few
heads of families who might in the strictest sense of the
term be spoken of as despots, and on the other the de-
pendents who trembled before them but who were suffered
to draw their livelihood from the soil on paying the sixth
portion of the produce. It is true that even this fixed
payment marks a step forward in the condition of the
labourer who had started without even this poor sem-
blance of right, for so long as the tenant's freedom de-
pended on the caprice "of the lord or the scantiness of a
harvest, it was but a semblance after all. In short, he
had never been legally set free from the servile state, and
in default of payment to that state he reverted. So long
as things continued thus, Solon might with perfect truth
say that the land itself was inslaved, few the scanty class
of small proprietors, even if any such then existed, would
be powerless against the Eupatrid landowners. It was
not less obvious that things could not go on indefinitely
SLS they were. Either the half-emancipated peasant must
become a free owner of the soil; or he must fall back into
his original subjection. Here then, in dealing with griev-